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It is great to finally get 
together in person to 
celebrate what our 
industry has achieved 
despite such a 
difficult period for us 
all.  Not only have we 
remained productive 
throughout but we 
have also continued 
to innovate – a great 
testament to our 
fantastic industry.

As your trade association, we too have been working 
hard preparing to launch our new branding and are 
really pleased with the new look!  We are sure you will 
like it as much as we do. 

This year we are delighted to welcome back Comexi 
and 3M as Diamond Partners and introduce VPK as a 
new Diamond Partner and EFI, as a new Ruby Partner.  
This is very encouraging and we are really looking 
forward to working with you.

In addition to our new partners, we will also welcome 
Andy Wilson, who will be taking over from Neil Jones, 
this year as Chairman.

We continue to develop our range of services and new 
offerings for our members.

As an active member of the Packaging Federation, 
we have been lobbying on your behalf on issues such 
as the Plastic Packaging Tax, which comes into force 
in April 2022 and the Extended Producer Responsibility 
Scheme.  Similarly, through our membership of the 
GPMA (Graphic, Print & Media Alliance) and the newly 
founded APPG (All-Party Parliamentary Group), we will 
be taking an increasingly proactive role in educating 
and informing Government about our Industry to 
ensure they are making the right decisions. Please 
continue to raise your issues and concerns with us so 
we can ensure our lobbying remains relevant and goes 
to the heart of what we need.

Two topics loom large for our Industry:-
● Sustainability and the Circular Economy
● Ageing workforce and the need to attract 
   young talent

We are in the process of launching projects in both of 
these areas so if you would like more information or 
would like to get involved, please get in touch.

To close, I would like to say another “big thank 
you” to everyone for your continued support and 
congratulations to all the 2021 winners!  We are excited 
and remain positive as the Association reaches its 50th 
Anniversary in 2022!

Thank you.

media partner academic partner

Dinner Sponsors

Message from the CEO

Key Dates for 2022
May 5th     FTA Diamond Awards 

June 14th     FIAUK 50th Anniversary Celebration 

September 22nd   FIAUK Gala Awards Dinner
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Neil Jones
Chairman EFIA

Rob Hawkins
Sun Chemical Ltd

Diamond Plus Partner

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.

I’m sorry I can’t be with you this evening but hope 
you’re all having a fantastic time!

Thank you for your words, Mr Chairman and 
congratulations on the rebranding of the association. 
It looks great and I concur - as we move into a new 
decade and the association celebrates its 50th year in 
2022, bringing the UK forward in focus is important, and 
having a fresh, vibrant brand to reflect the industry is 
great. Well done to the board with this initiative!

It’s clear that our industry is facing several hurdles at the 
moment...

With rising costs, transport and recruitment issues, the 
ongoing pandemic challenges and of course, the 
“war on plastics”, it can often feel that we’re facing 
an uphill battle. However, I would like to think we are 
also all looking forward and not just focusing on these 
immediate problems.

All these challenges create a need for innovation. 
Combine this with the global drive toward sustainability 
and the circular economy, the industry has a 
tremendous number of opportunities to develop and 
grow, and a very bright future ahead. 

We simply cannot stand still as a sector, and we never 
have done so! 

Innovation is at the core of what we all do – be it to 
reduce costs, eradicate waste, drive up quality, save 
time, or to create the next generation of products that 
drive sales for our customers. With that mindset and 
putting sustainability high up on the agenda, I know 
that 2022 and beyond can be successful for everyone.

Thank you for listening, have a great night, and thank 
you!

Ladies & Gentlemen, Partners and Members 
of EFIA, thank you for joining us this evening 
and welcome to the wonderful York 
Railway Museum; a place showcasing 
true technological breakthrough, progress, 
connection and success, just like our own 
industry!

It is so great to see so many of you and to finally come 
together after all this time! 

Tonight, the Board of EFIA is here, not just to recognise 
and celebrate technical success in our industry, but also 
to make an announcement.

In recognition of a new decade, and the progress our 
industry and Association has made in recent years, we 
are delighted to announce that we are rebranding.
This evening we will become:

The Flexographic Industry Association of the UK FIAUK. 

As a Board, we felt the time was right. Being a founding 
member of FTA Europe, and the changes the UK is 
making we felt that our true home should be reflected 
in our branding. 

We consulted with the Association partners in November 
2019, who concurred it was a good move, so overnight 
tonight our website will all change over to the new 
brand and from here on, we will be known as FIAUK. We 
hope you like it!

So…tomorrow is a new day. 

A new day where our industry further invests in 
technology, invests in the skills and education of 
its people, shines a bright light on the technical 
achievements and quality performance it delivers, and 
shows the world the capability of UK industry.

May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your 
commitment to our sector, for your continued support 
during very difficult times for us all and in particular, the 
Board of FIAUK for their time and passion in giving back 
to our industry. 

I’ve said it many times before, but this Association is run 
by volunteers. Can I take the opportunity to ask them to 
stand up please and take applause?

May I also thank Debbie Waldron Hoines, whose 
expertise and commitment to delivering what is 
always a very busy print awards season, is very much 
appreciated – thank you Debbie. 

And finally, can we all thank the judges of this year’s 
competition who gave up over two days of their 
precious time to review in detail your work. Once again 
we had a fantastic number of entries and we made 
their job extremely difficult – exactly how it should be! 
Thank you everyone.

So ladies and gentlemen, have a fantastic evening, 
enjoy and good luck to you all!

Message from our
Diamond Plus Partner

Message from the 
Chairman
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Richard Spencer - 
Olympus Print Group 
Ltd 
Richard has been in narrow web label 
print for over 34 years.
He started back in 1987 joining Harlands of Hull in the 
Technical Department as a Material Technician. 
From Harlands he moved to Sessions of York, which 
later became part of the Paragon Group, as Product 
Development Manager furthering his knowledge of print, 
materials and adhesive coatings over the next 17 years. 
In 2012 Richard joined Olympus Print Group in Leeds as 
Technical Manager and has been involved in the start-up of 
a Digital Print Department and Shrink Sleeve development 
project, as well as overseeing the Technical Team which 
handles all job specifications and the purchasing of repro 
components including plates, cutters, screens and dies. 

Grace Stenson - Smurfit 
Kappa Inspirepac
Grace Stenson works for Smurfit Kappa 
Markham Vale (Inspirepac). Grace 
started her apprenticeship in September 
2019 after finishing her A-levels. 
In 2020 Grace was awarded the EFIA Student of the Year. 
The EFIA judging this year was a great opportunity to meet 
the EFIA Board members and build on understanding and 
expertise of not only corrugated but the film side too. 
Grace is finally being able to visit suppliers and customers 
face to face and has recently been awarded the 
‘Intermediate Apprentice of the Year’ at the Sheffield City 
Region Apprentice Awards 2021.

Paul Hesketh - 
FFP Packaging Ltd
Paul has nearly 40 years’ experience in flexible packaging, 
working within the print and graphics sector. 
Paul started his career as an apprentice 
gravure and flexographic printer with 
Foilwraps and studied printing at Liverpool 
Printing College. 
After completing his apprenticeship, he 
spent five years as a web offset printer at 
Northampton web, working on National 
Newspapers including the Independent and Sunday Sport.
For the last 25 years Paul has worked for FFP Packaging 
solutions, managing print, prepress and origination.
In his current position as Print Development Manager, 
Paul has been responsible for developing the bespoke 
‘Platinum Print’ specification which led to FFP winning the 

‘Best in show’ award for one of their entries in the EFIA print 
awards in 2020.  In this role he has introduced digital colour 
management systems within FFP’s process, using the latest 
colour management software and hardware for proofing 
and measuring colour spectrally on press.

Gareth Heward - Contact 
Originators
Gareth started in the industry as a studio 
junior in the litho sector in 1989.  He then 
moved into flexo in 1996 after joining 
V&W Graphics where he had a number 
of roles including a Mac operator,  colour 
re-toucher and a Graphics & Production 
Director. After 21 years with V&W Gareth joined Kodak, now 
Miraclon as Flexo Applications Consultant supporting the 
NX customer base in the UK, Nordics and Baltics. After just 
over 4 years in this role Gareth has now moved back into 
the production as Technical Support Manager for Contact 

Originators.   

Stefan Casey - Nestle 
Stefan is a senior creative, an innovator 
and curator of ideas. He is innovation 
lead for Nestle confectionery, operating 
at the cutting edge of future innovation. 
He is responsible for the new product development 
and research within packaging in the exciting world of 
chocolate and sweets.
Stefan is a creative, a digital evangelist, who brings together 
design, marketing and insights through the eyes of the 
consumer. He has 20 years’ global experience developed 
working with iconic brands and retailers who inspire and 
collaborate on a global scale to help realize innovation 
through packaging.
A visionary that embraces technology, expert in print and 
design elevating these to promote packaging for today’s 
world and passionate to create sustainable solutions for a 

better tomorrow. 

David Skinner - SGS
David has worked at SGS (previously 
MCG Graphics) for 26 years in customer 
facing roles. He is currently responsible 
for their printer clients across EMEA in the 
role of ‘Print Sales Director EMEA’.  SGS 
service a mix of Print, Retail and Branded clients globally 
and employ nearly 5000 staff.

Meet the Team at FIAUK

Meet the Judges

Bob Drew, Jo Stephenson, Steve Mulcahy,

Debbie Waldron-Hoines, Mike Adams, Andy Wilson, 

Neil Jones, Sally-Anne Heaford and Paul Barber.
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New FIAUK Partners - Welcome!

New FIAUK Members

Partner Wording Partner Wording

FIAUK NEWS & EVENTS FIAUK NEWS & EVENTS

Alan joined our industry at 
Labelling Dynamics from 
Thompson Newspapers.  
He understood the 
negative and positive 
effects of technology 
on the newspaper 
industry and brought that 
knowledge with him.  

He set about establishing 
one of the first successful 
in-house origination plants 
in flexo.  

From the early days of Apple 
Macs and Agfa imagesetters 
Alan steered the course 
installing Houstra Polymero 
inverted plate washers to 

reduce solvent absorption 
and pin-point light source 
plate exposure units to 
create highlight dots with 
clean shoulder long before 
CDI was thought of.  His site 
became one of the largest 
converters of flexo polymer 
as it supplied the largest 
single label site in the UK.

He was automating routine 
tasks and delivering on dot-
dot accuracy and closed 
loop colour long before 
we as an industry had 
started to use words such 
as spectrophotometry in 
common parlance. 

He drove the adoption of 
liner-less as a product and 
became recognised as “the 
go to guy” for innovation 
and quirky stuff. 

Some further years on Alan 
had moved to Reflex as it 
grew its liner-less capability 
in the North East. A key 
member of the team Alan’s 
previous knowledge of 
origination came into play 
as the group developed 
its CDI and Esko software 
platforms. 

“Alan was brilliant with 
customers, innovative and 
worked with great integrity.”  
Ken Forster, MD of Labelling 
Dynamics said ‘He was a 
pleasure to work with and 
he had a passion for his job 
and his industry.’

Universally acknowledged 
by the industry to be 
competent and capable 
he has shown a constant 
track record of innovation 
and delivery from the very 
rough and formative years 
of UV flexo to the refined flat 
top dot high-end delivered 
product he has overseen for 
many years recently.

Through his direction, 
coaching and mentoring 
the companies he has 
worked for have been 
recognised at numerous 
EFIA awards - Labelling 
Dynamics, SE Labels, 
Skanem and latterly Reflex.  
He has won every category 
he has entered and in many 
cases multiple times over 
many years.   

Alan Quinn - Reflex Group
Outstanding Contribution to 
the Flexographic Industry

Lean Manufacturing Operative – Level 2  
● FIAUK partnered with SkillCert
● Suitable for new or existing employees
● Core skills with a Level 2 Diploma in  
   Manufacturing (Knowledge & Skills) and FIAUK  
   modules from the FIAUK Training Academy 
 

The Print Technician – Level 3
● FIAUK partnered with BPIF
● Suitable for new and existing employees
● 3 pathways – Pre-Press Technician, Press  
   Technician or Post Press Technician
● Includes access to modules from the FIAUK   
   Training Academy 

Instagram

As we all know, attracting and retaining young talent, is vital for the future 
of our industry.

To make it easier to connect and reach a wider audience, we will use our newly created 
Instagram account to make regular posts on what the Industry can offer. 

Please encourage your younger staff to follow us and spread the word to their friends.

Apprenticeships 

Training has always been at the core of the trade association’s offering. 
We are now working with two providers to offer two new apprenticeships to our 
membership with the Academy modules remaining as an integral part. 

Acadamy & 
Training Update
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FIAUK NEWS & EVENTS FIAUK NEWS & EVENTS

As my Chairmanship of FIAUK comes to a close, I 
thought I would take a moment to reflect on the 
achievements of the association over the past four 
years under my tenure. 

I am incredibly proud of the strong, multi-skilled board we 
have built who volunteer their time and experience to help 
us deliver a number of projects and initiatives throughout 
the year, from research and education to events and the 
awards programme. FIAUK exists to recognise, connect and 
communicate – to ensure our members have training and 
education support, an ability to discuss key issues, can 
network with peers and stay ahead of industry trends and 
needs. We will continue to grow and evolve as the industry 
changes.

With increasing digitization of operations, accelerating 
speed, quality, and accuracy of production, as well as 
embracing new sustainable business models, the print 
and packaging industry continues to evolve. It remains a 
vibrant and powerful industry that has so much to offer the 
employees of today - and the future! 

However, if there is one wish I have, it is that we - as an 
industry along with the UK government and education 
system - work together more wholeheartedly to address the 
looming skills and manpower shortages we face together in 
the coming years. 

Our aging printer population and lack of industry 
attractiveness is already hampering skills and 
competitiveness, further compounded by the pandemic. 

We must address this together by pledging to make the 
packaging industry attractive to newcomers – young and 
old – and support training and education, both in our 
companies and in schools and colleges, to bring about 
our next generation of employees. FIAUK continues to be 
committed to that purpose and I am sure my successor will 
take on the baton and drive us forward in 2022 with new 
plans and activities to support our wonderful industry.

Reflections of the outgoing 
chairman – Neil Jones

Andy Wilson steps up as 
chairman
It has been a privilege to serve on the board of 
FIAUK over the last 7 years and an honour to be 
elected as Chairman. I would like to thank Neil 
for the fantastic job he has done over the last 
four years as Chairman, steering the association 
through some difficult times, so I am delighted he 
will be staying with us on the board.

It is exciting to be part of an industry that is constantly 
pushing the boundaries of what is possible. Just when you 
think we have reached the pinnacle, something new 
arrives and raises the bar again! This infectious pursuit 
for excellence is driven by the many passionate people 
working within the industry which we are proud to represent.

The world around us is changing fast and we are having to 
adapt and evolve to keep up and stay relevant. One area 
where I believe FIAUK can support the industry is working 
with education authorities and government to promote 
the packaging industry as an attractive career path for 
young people to pursue. It is vital for any business to have a 
constant stream of talent being developed for succession 
planning, but also new creative ideas that will move the 
industry forward. 

It is a challenge we all face, so we will be looking at how we 
can support you in this area. 

We are also looking to update the Academy, with a refresh 
to the content and the user interface – this is a constant 
work in progress as our industry evolves (with new products 
and processes which need to be captured in the content) 
and so does hosting and platform technology.

Another topic where we aim to support you is with regards 
to the Environment, Sustainability and the Circular Economy. 
Packaging is often demonised without understanding the full 
benefits or realising that there is no other suitable alternative 
for specific applications. Packaging needs to be evaluated 
holistically rather than in isolation, with production, 
transportation, protection, preservation etc considered. This 
is a huge topic but by continuing to work with our partners 
such as the Packaging Federation, the Retail Institute and 
the GPMA we can support you all to navigate our way 
through to a better more sustainable future!



12 13
FIAUK: Flexographic Industry Association. The UK Trade Association for the Flexographic Industry

f iauk.co.uk

Join us to celebrate the

50th Anniversary
of the FIA

FIAUK NEWS & EVENTS

FTA Europe
announces 
the fourth 
edition of the 
Diamond Awards

Winners of national flexographic printing awards of all of FTA 
Europe’s members will be entered into the Diamond Awards 
to compete at European level. The Awards will feature 
the best flexo products in 14 different categories including 
also one international category and, of course, the very 
coveted “Best in Show”.

The last 18 months were challenging for the entire world. We 
are thankful that we still had the opportunity to celebrate 
excellence in flexography and bring the flexo community 
together in our virtual Diamond Awards 2021.

Next year’s awards will be celebrated in-person in the 
beautiful city of Milan. Of course, we will ensure that we 
celebrate the best in flexo in the safest way possible.

Remember to keep an eye on the LinkedIn page 
and website, as more information will be announced about 
the FTA Europe Diamond Awards 2022 soon.

FTA Europe is committed to make this an unforgettable 
award show!

FTA Europe will host the Diamond Awards 2022 on the 5th May 2022, on the occasion of the Print4All exhibition 
(3-6 May), in Milan, italy

https://fta-europe.eu/announcement-diamond-awards-2022/
https://fta-europe.eu/announcement-diamond-awards-2022/
https://fta-europe.eu/announcement-diamond-awards-2022/
https://fta-europe.eu/announcement-diamond-awards-2022/
https://fta-europe.eu/announcement-diamond-awards-2022/
https://es.linkedin.com/company/ftaeu
https://fta-europe.eu/category/member-news-press-releases/
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Children’s Liver Disease Foundation is the only UK charity dedicated to fighting all childhood liver diseases.
Formed in 1980, we support affected families and young people by providing information, emotional support,

research funds and a voice for all affected. 
 

Children’s Liver Disease Foundation works with families and young people, helping them take control of their 
lives, by providing accurate, clear information on these rare and complex conditions, emotional support in 

coping with their feelings and worries and representing their voice to those who make decisions about 
their care. Together we help young people to create a new life path, where their liver disease is just one part 

of who they are.

2021 FIAUK AWARDS FIAUK SUPPORTING CLDF

EVERY WEEK, 20 CHILDREN IN THE UK ARE DIAGNOSED 
WITH A LIFE-THREATENING CHILDHOOD LIVER DISEASE.

Children’s Liver Disease Foundation exists to support the needs of affected 
children and young people across the UK, as well as their families, through: 
providing information; offering support; funding research; and representing 

affected families nationally.

You can help support this worthy charity via Just Giving
in conjunction with FlexoTech

justgiving.com/fundraising/flexotechefiaawards

 
To read more about the amazing work the Children’s Liver Disease Foundation does

visit childliverdisease.org
& read Matt Bates’ marathon challenge in support of the charity here

childliverdisease.org/new-runner-matt-takes-on-marathon-challenge/

CHARITY SPONSOR
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FLEXO PRINT ON PAPER
NARROW WEB Sponsored by

Olympus Print Group Ltd

Olympus Print Group Ltd Encore Group

Straw Hat Gin Liqueur/Rhubarb & Ginger

Aldi Bowler & Brolly English Sparkling Front & Back M&S Your Reward Statement

East Riding Sacks Ltd

East Riding Sacks Ltd

Premium Gold Multi Grain Flour 10kg

Norfolk Grown Strong White Flour 16kg
East Riding Sacks Ltd
Burn & Glow Lignite Coal 10kg

FLEXO PRINT ON PAPER
MEDIUM WEB Sponsored by

Sponsored by

FLEXO PRINT ON PAPER
WIDE WEB

Smurfit Kappa CRP Pre Print & Coatings
Becks VBI 15 Pack

Smurfit Kappa CRP Pre Print & Coatings
Stella Petite 4x6

DS Smith Packaging Belper
Oreo Spooky Heads 48 CT Box Tray

Roberts Mart & Co Ltd
Freddie’s Farm Fruit Shapes 30g 

DS Smith Packaging Belper
Sleeve CAD Large Football 2020
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Smurfit Kappa CRP Pre Print & Coatings Smurfit Kappa CRP Pre Print & Coatings

FLEXO PRINT ON PAPER
SUPER WIDE WEB

FLEXO PRINT ON PAPER
OVERSEAS

Coors Light 20 Pack 2021 VBI Walkers 22 Pack Classic

Sponsored by

Sponsored by

Packaging Technologies Inc

Emirates Printing Press

Packaging Technologies Inc
Brita Filter Water Bottle 2 Pack

Emirates Printing Press
Maggi Chicken Stock

Uni-Select World Part Rotors

Ferrero Rocher

FLEXO PRINT ON FILM
REVERSE PRINT WIDE Sponsored by

Roberts Mart & Co Ltd

Roberts Mart & Co Ltd Roberts Mart & Co Ltd
Uniq Dream 28 Multi Caps 100% Natural Erythritol Powder 1kg

Blink All in 1 Geschirr-Reiniger Gel Caps 30s

Saica Flex Buxton

Coveris Flexibles GainsboroughInterflex Group Sunderland
Pedigree Schmackos Christmas

Maryland Mint to be Cookies

Signature Fladbrod Natural 440g

FLEXO PRINT ON FILM
REVERSE PRINT MEDIUM Sponsored by
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Coveris BurnleyCoveris Burnley

Roberts Mart & Co Ltd Roberts Mart & Co Ltd

M&S All Butter Double Belgian Chocolate Chunk & Hazelnut CookiesM&S All Butter Belgian Chocolate Chunk & Hazelnut Cookies

Silentnight So Snug Duvet The Baker’s Cousin Know Your Onions 1kg

FLEXO PRINT ON FILM
SURFACE PRINT MEDIUM

Flawless Labels

Flawless LabelsVista Labels
Bee Health Glucosamine Peel and Read

My Fabulosa Composite Senses Labels

My Fabulosa Composite 220ml Labels

FLEXO PRINT ON FILM
SURFACE PRINT NARROW Sponsored by

Sponsored by Sponsored by

Saica Flex Buxton

Interflex Group SunderlandSaica Flex Buxton
Fox’s Milk/White/Triple Chunk Cookies

Fox’s Fabulous Half Coated Milk Choc Cookies 

Muller Light Millionaire

FLEXO PRINT ON FILM
SURFACE PRINT WIDE

Flowerworld Presentation Base

Uniflex CJSCUniflex CJSC

Marvaco Oy Marvaco Oy

Gurmina BrauniGurmina Citrus

FLEXO PRINT ON FILM
OVERSEAS

Gourmet Chips Pickled Onion Heineken Euro 2020 6x33cl

Sponsored by
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CORRUGATED POST PRINT
Sponsored byCOATED PROCESS

Cardboard Box Company
Raja Pollo Chicken

DS Smith Packaging Livingston
Glenmorangie Company - Costco 1.75 Pack

DS Smith Packaging Launceston
Numatic Henry XL Plus

Smurfit Kappa Inspirepac
Global Brands Assortment 1

VPK Packaging Ltd
Dorset Dozen/Hall & Woodhouse

Smurfit Kappa Chelmsford

Smurfit Kappa Inspirepac

DS Smith Packaging Devizes
Brothers Drinks Co Ltd Strawberry & Lime CiderStan’s Cider

Frederic Robinson Day of the Dead

CORRUGATED POST PRINT
COATED LINE & SCREEN

CORRUGATED POST PRINT
UNCOATED PROCESS

DS Smith Packaging Livingston

DS Smith Packaging LivingstonSmurfit Kappa Yate
Papa John’s Call of Duty

Diageo Scotland Johnnie Walker VAP Black Label 

Diageo Scotland Johnnie Walker Blonde Label 

Sponsored by

Sponsored by
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Saica AshbourneSaica Ashbourne

Smurfit Kappa Inspirepac

Kings Crisps Merry Christmas Party BoxTayto Variety 

WD40 Australia Promotion 

CORRUGATED FOLDER GLUER
COATED

Cardboard Box CompanyCardboard Box Company

VPK Packaging LtdCardboard Box Company

Small HamperInterflora Small

Becketts Foods - Odin Dry CureNHS Oh So Scrummy Gingerbread

CORRUGATED POST PRINT
UNCOATED LINE & SCREEN Sponsored by

Sponsored by

CORRUGATED FOLDER GLUER
UNCOATED

Saica PackagingSmurfit Kappa Inspirepac
Clean & Co Alco Free

Smurfit Kappa Yate
Papa John’s Godzilla v Kong

Smurfit Kappa Inspirepac
Global Brands Hooch

Secha De La Silva

Sponsored by
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CORRUGATED
Sponsored byOVERSEAS

Gruppo Sada
Espositore La Molisana

Scatolificio TS
Witor’s

International Paper Italia
Pink Lady

Chespa
Strips Chips

Chespa
Gardena Hose Box

PROMOTIONAL
Sponsored byPRINT

TECHNICAL INNOVATION
Sponsored bySUPPLIER

Trevikart- Z Due/Reproflex 3

Bobst UK & Ireland

Emirates Printing Press

AV Flexologic BV

Estoni

RoboCELL

Reproflex 3
Vortex/BlueEdge promotion for Corrugated

ESKO
AVT iCenter

Flawless Labels 
My Fabulosa Promotional Print

Asahi & Esko 
CrysalCleanConnect

Passion Wine Promotional 

Digital Inspection Table for Carton
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Roberts Mart & Co Ltd
Expert 50 Washing Capsules

USE OF FLEXO FOR
BRANDS & RETAILERS Sponsored by

DS Smith Packaging Livingston

Packaging Technologies Inc
Napa 9019 Flexo

Heineken UK - Moretti 12 Pack

USE OF A COMPLEMENTARY PROCESS
Sponsored byWITH FLEXO

Amberley Labels 

Olympus Print Group

Amberley Labels 
Weird Beard Brew Co RangePeacock Gin - Colour Changing Algorithms

Aldi Bowler & Brolly English Sparkling

ENVIRONMENTAL &
SUSTAINABILITY Sponsored by

Troika Systems LtdMiraclon

Coveris

AniCamFlexcel NX Ultra

No Waste

SUSTAINABLY
PRODUCED PACKAGING Sponsored by

Flint GroupCoveris

VPK Packaging Ltd

Sustainable ECG Ink TechnologyDuralite R

Becketss - Odin Dry Cure
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Flint Group

Sandon Global

Reproflex 3

Contact Originators 

SUPPLIER
OF THE YEAR Sponsored by

Contact Originators 

REPRO COMPANY
OF THE YEAR Sponsored by

Sponsored bySponsored by

Phil Arnold
Royston Labels 

STUDENT
OF THE YEAR

Alan Quinn
Reflex Group

OUTSTANDING 
CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE FLEXO INDUSTRY
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Saica Flex Buxton

Coveris Burnley

Olympus Print Group Ltd

M&S All Butter Belgian Chocolate Chunk & Hazelnut Cookies

Aldi Bowler & Brolly English Sparkling Front & Back

Fox’s Milk/White/Triple Chunk Cookies

Interflex Group Sunderland
Pedigree Schmackos Christmas

BEST IN SHOW Sponsored by

Jon Culshaw
Jon Culshaw is widely regarded by many as Britain’s best impressionist 
with an unmatched versatility and a catalogue of over 350 voices and 
impersonations.  

Jon’s talents as a performer are not just limited to the art of impersonation; he has 

built an impressive resumé that showcases his strengths as an actor, voiceover 

artist and presenter too. 

A popular guest and entertainer, Jon has appeared on countless programmes 

over the years including Parkinson, The Nightly Show, Friday Night with Jonathan 

Ross, Pointless Celebrities, The Chase Celebrity Special, This Morning, Good 

Morning Britain, Countdown’s Dictionary Corner and Top Gear.

 

When not performing on screen or on the airwaves Jon can often be found 

delighting audiences with his hugely popular after dinner entertainment and is a 

staple of the corporate and events landscape, having performed to rave reviews 

for many years in his role as awards host, after-dinner comedian and impressionist. 

YOUR HOST

Discover the leading Packaging ERP software 
solution for the flexible packaging industry

Here at EFI, we succeed when our customers thrive. Our mission 
is to never stop designing and deploying future-proof technology 
that is purpose-built for the packaging industry. 2020 has taught 
us that the unthinkable can happen, and when it does, it is critical 
that businesses are able to continue serving their customers and 
quickly adapt to changing market and consumer conditions.

Our Packaging ERP Software solution has been developed over 
many years by a global customer base, represented by a highly
engaged and active user community. We believe this sets us well 
apart from the competition because the industry itself play’s a
huge role in shaping our future solution. For every release of 
the EFI Packaging Suite we dedicate 60 days worth of 
development hours to enhancements voted on and requested
by our customers ensuring our solution continues to meet and 
exceed the expectations of the industry.

Scan to
learn
more
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From the simplest machine to the most 
advanced, Heaford’s flexographic 
printing mounters have been developed 
in collaboration with customers to drive 
efficiencies and increase productivity in 
prepress departments.
Contact us today, we’d love to hear  
from you: E: sales@jmheaford.com  
T: +44 0161 928 5679

Product 
quality without 
compromise - 
manufactured 
in the UK



Advertising: +44 (0)1892 514991

Editorial: +44 (0)1892 542099

Circulation: +44 (0)1892 779597

AS EUROPE’S ONLY ENGLISH LANGUAGE MAGAZINE DEDICATED 
TO THE SECTOR, FLEXOTECH IS THE ONLY PUBLICATION YOU NEED 

FOR NEWS AND IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF THE FLEXO INDUSTRY.

FROM THE BOARD ROOM TO THE PRESS ROOM, FLEXOTECH 
IS A MUST READ FOR THE FLEXO COMMUNITY. 

Visit: www.flexotechmag.com/register

REGISTER TODAY 
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Helping You Thrive 
in a Changing 
Flexo World 
As a global company, 3M has flexographic expertise in countries 
around the world. We know Flexographic printers face change 
and challenges on a dailand challenges on a daily basis. Plates that can be removed in one 
piece save the time and expense of remaking them, while tape 
removal can also keep workers from performing other tasks.

Discover InkSave

absolute-eng.com

Upgrades 

constantly installed 

for Göpfert, Bobst, 

LMC, Emba and 

other key OEM's.
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SERVICE, AT ANOTHER LEVEL

info@comexi.com · comexi.com · comexictec.com

F2 evolution is the �rst member of a new generation of �exo machines. While 
maintaining the ergonomics and ef�ciency of the Comexi F2 presses, the F2 evolution 
incorporates the latest GeniusTech developments to create a range of machines with 
improved ef�ciency, printing quality and less dependency on operators.

Evolve with the
new F2 evolution

F2
evolution
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Subscribe to our e-newsletter

YOUR IMAGE, OUR INNOVATION

Solutions 
for ALL 
Flexographic 
Printing 
Applications
MacDermid Graphics Solutions is the 
innovation partner you can trust. We 
work to understand your business to 
create unique, comprehensive, and 
sustainable solutions for your 
graphics supply chain.

MacDermid is a global leader in the 
manufacture of award-winning 
photopolymer plates, and we offer 
the industry’s most innovative 
platemaking equipment. When you 
partner with MacDermid, you get an 
edge on the competition.
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tesa Twinlock® – the Self-Adhesive & Compressible Sleeve

The Sustainable & Reusable
Plate Mounting Solution

Self-adhesive tesa   
Twinlock® layer

Stabilization layer 

Open cell polyurethane foam 

Base sleeve

tesa® Twinlock the reusable, self-adhesive plate mounting 
sleeve for the flexographic printing market. Our customized 
solution allows printers to achieve sustainability targets as well 
as cost and time savings, while ensuring consistent and high 
quality print results.
 
Process Efficiency 

• Lower running cost
• Carbon footprint reduction
• Fast ROI when reusing same repeats
• More precise estimate of input production costs

The Polyurethane Foam 
Provides Compressibility

Due to the open cell structure of the 
PU foam it always fully  recovers after 
impression in the printing press.

tesa UK
ukenquiry@tesa.com tesa.co.uk

Get in touch with our experts today!

EXTRUSION | PRINTING | CONVERTING

Print any job faster – with Center Force CI frames and print decks   
Unparalleled operator accessibility – quick, safe access to any area on the CI
Faster blade and seal exchange – with pipeless doctor blade chambers 
Cartridge concept for quick blade and seal exchange – with new doctor blade chamber
Up to 10 x longer seal life – with TURBOSEAL
Complete production oversight – with the fully-integrated VISION system

... and many more!

NOVOFLEX

  
Best Performance
for most challenging print jobs

Next generation of CI fl exo presses

Windmöller & Hölscher KG
Lengerich / Germany

Phone + 49  5481  14 - 0 · info@wuh-group.com
www.wuh-group.com
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Get flexo performance 
that’s award winning

The consistent quality of FLEXCEL NX 
meets low-impact platemaking

Put time on your side

High-performance and press-ready plates  
in less than an hour

Make your flexo  
ultra-clean

All the design freedom and industry-leading 
results you want, from solvent-free and VOC-
free plates

Ultra-clean,  
game-changing flexo

Learn more 
www.miraclon.com/go/nxultra

For further enquiries:  Email: leigh.williamson@miraclon.com    |    Phone:  +44 7983 312935

www.siegwerk.com

Siegwerk (UK) Ltd · Unit H, H1 Robian Way · DE11 9DH Swadlincote · United Kingdom · Phone: +44  (0) 1283 220 732

Siegwerk innovation with a high bio-renewable content

Creating circularity is key to sustainably shape the future of pack- 

aging. It is time to take responsibility and jointly drive the trans-

formation from a linear towards a circular packaging economy 

model based on the reduction, reuse and recycling of packaging. 

Reducing waste by design, keeping products and materials in use 

and regenerating natural systems are fundamental principles of 

circular solutions. To further build on the potential of Paper & Board 

regarding circularity, inks and coatings play an essential enabling 

role to extend their usage to further application segments replacing 

less sustainable solutions going forward. 

Join us to rethINK packaging and further shape the future  

of packaging for a circular world!

UniNATURE – RethINK SOLUTION  
FOR PAPER & BOARD APPLICATIONS
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Are you ready to automate and connect
your flexo platemaking room?

CURRENT STATE

DIGITIZED AND CONNECTED

• Numerous manual steps – 7 touchpoints to complete the process.

• A number of manual data entry points where human errors can occur.

• Physical movement of materials that take time and attention from the operator.

• Complete digitization, automation and connection of the platemaking process

• Job data and materials are now automatically transferred to the machines. 

• Plate material is simply retrieved from storage and moved on the PlateFeeder-S to the 

CDI.��The�rest�of�the�entire�workflow��is�then�automatically�managed.

REDUCES THE PROCESS 
FROM 7 STEPS TO 3

1. File preparation

2. Retrieve plate 3. Back expose
4. Load plate

5. Unload plate
6. Main expose

7. Feed plate

1. Retrieve plate 2. Dock PlateFeeder-S

3. Retrieve the plate from 
the XPS Crystal and feed 
it into the processor

100% automates plate 
preparation with Automation 
Engine Platemaking

storage

exposure

imager

processor

storage
Platefeeder-S

PlateHandler

imager XPS exposure

processor

esko.com    |    info.eur@esko.com

Curious how to secure competitive edge with  
complete automation and connectivity?
Download our free whitepaper now
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Planet-Ready
Packaging

INTERFLEX PRESENTS

Protect 
the Future

Embrace Sustainability Transformation with 
Planet-Ready Packaging to help protect the future 

of your brand, your products & our planet.

*Source: IBM Institute for Business Value
Meet the 2020 consumers driving change - Why brands 
must deliver on omnipresence, agility, and sustainability 

72%
of consumers are willing to pay 
a premium for brands who are 
environmentally sustainable*

77%
of consumers say 
sustainability is 

important to them*

57%
of consumers are willing to 

change their purchasing habits 
to help reduce negative impact 

to the environment*

Did you know?

Find out more at planetreadypackaging.com  
or contact Michael Hoban on 07870 234543

A COMPANY

InterFlex_A4_Awards_1.1.indd   1InterFlex_A4_Awards_1.1.indd   1 05/10/2021   15:2605/10/2021   15:26

PAPER  |  PACKAGING  |  SOLUTIONS

Eddie Fellows
CEO Corrugated UK & Ireland

Thank you for your support

We are nearing the end of another strange year and COVID-19 
has affected each and every one of us.

This year we have also all been faced with significant challenges 
across our supply chain networks.

As critical suppliers to the medical equipment, healthcare, 
pharmaceutical, as well as food and drink supply chains, we should 
all be proud of the support we have provided our country.

On behalf of Smurfit Kappa UK and Ireland we would like to thank our 
employees, customers and suppliers for their loyalty and continued 
support during these challenging times.
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Find out more today www.bobst.com 
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www.vpkgroup.com

Proud to be an EFIA 
Diamond partner

Award winning 
sustainable 
packaging 
solutions

Urgent A4 award winning investment ad V2.indd   1Urgent A4 award winning investment ad V2.indd   1 14/10/2021   12:5614/10/2021   12:56
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working for you.

The Power of Sustainable Packaging. 

Today’s consumers are more environmentally 
conscious than ever — that’s why we’re committed 
to innovative flexible packaging solutions that 
are good for the environment and the bottom 
line. At Sun Chemical, helping you meet your 
sustainability goals just comes naturally.  

Request your copy of Sun Chemical’s  
Guide to Sustainable Packaging at 
sunchemical.com/powerofflexiblepackaging.

who can give their 
flexible packaging the 
power of sustainability?

you can. 
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